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] single or tn a same sexrelationship.A family.i may alsobe: created .
" through's surrogacy, whee a third party surrogate mother carnes
& chlld but then hands itoverto the |ntended parents at birth. -

The. firs;t comprehensiv ' lega! rules danfymg parenth00d in -
~ thigse complex situations were Introduc:ed With admirable
: Foremght by the Hurhari Fertilisatlon and Embryolo Act -

CO N Ce pt | ons: Le ga [ : '1990 (the 1990 Act) The:erghteen year old law js: ng\{v bemg i 77

‘2008 (the HFE Blll) W[’lIC.h-IntI‘OdUCE!S S|gn|f|cant changes fo.-

Pal’eﬂthOOd aﬂd th@ .7-_"theparenthood rutes e

Challenging

Human Fertilisation
and Embryology Bill
2008

I btedly achleves certamty
thi woman who gwes blrth and no other wornan thereby

NATALIE GAMBLE

Lester Aldridge LLP

‘ Sperm donation: marrled;COUpt‘e

S 28 of thé1990 Act provides similar protectloﬁ for fathers in
sperm ddnatibn cases, Here the rulés wark: sllghtly differently, -
and resporisibility 1§ riot Hiriged:on pregnanity (obviousty); but
on-the fathef's relationsfiip with the garrying’ mother S 28(2}
(remstated as clause 35(1).0f the HFE Blll) provldes

“If. at the trme'of tbe p[acrﬁg in 'of the embryo br of the o
sperm and eggs or of her artificial insemination, w was party to

ugr . , _
mamage then.... the othier ) party tothe marh'age istobe-
trea ted as the father of the chr!o’ untess itis shown that he drd

The concept of mother and father may-seem easy; but ?7_ husband ina sperm do.
practltroners should pause for thought if adwsmg one of the © His name is recordedo blrth Certlfrcate and he'is treated

status as.a parent.} but hIS details (If. the conceptlon occurred
at-a licensed cl|q|c) are retalned on the HFEA Reglster of

mvolved ifthe conceptron A WorTiah may for example Informatlon and-are fhade avallable to the cl'iild'in adulthood
conceive with éggs done{ted by a third party so'that shie glveé - The impértarit thing to understand abolit's’ 28( ] is ‘thatit o
birth to a child she is ot biologically related to. ‘Alternatively,. -~ operates independently of the-coriman law présumption that - - -
sperm.miay be donated-by a third party, perhapsbecause the -+ a husband-is the legalsfathier of his wife's child; and s different =

male partner isinfertile; orbecause the woman being treated is because it js riot-vulhérable t_o'reb.uttal by DNA evidence; -

legally like any other rnarned father. The sperm donor-has no'- _
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